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12.03.2015 
To:   Dave Dobson (Clerk of the Faculty) & Members of Clerk’s Committee. 
From:   Eric D. Mortensen. 
Re:  Proposal for a New Major at Guilford College in Drone Studies. 
 
Proposed Title for New Major:   
 
Drone Studies   
 
[a.k.a. the “Drone Operation & Production Experience,” or D.O.P.E.] 
 
Major Description: 
 
Soon drones will be everywhere.  Guilford is uniquely positioned to offer this exciting new major, mostly 
because the major is exciting.  Lots of students will doubtless enroll at Guilford to major in Drones.  They 
will flock to Guilford because no other schools in the Southeast or North Carolina have a major in Drone 
Studies.  Even if we have no way of knowing if the majors actually came to Guilford because of the 
major, the fact that they choose the major is itself enough for us to conclude that the major must have 
been the reason they came to our liberal arts college.  Drones will be an important ubiquitous aspect of 
our collective futures, and if we have a major in Drone Studies, we will be cooler than all other colleges.   
 
Drones are central to our core identity, and consonant with our core values of equality (we can all have 
drones and all be seen or killed by drones), justice (obvious), and integrity (drones will be integral), and 
peace (wait, thankfully peace is not one of our core values).  Drone Studies will be helpful to our 
community, in that drones can, for example, solve Public Safety’s desire to keep tabs on and video-
monitor all of our students at all times, including when they hold protests, or the like.  This will save 
Guilford money because we will no longer need Resident Advisors (RS) for the dormitories.  Drones can 
also deliver campus mail and sustainable Greenleaf coffee to faculty, which, given our lack of 
administrative assistants in academic departments, will make the faculty community happy.  There is also 
a huge potential for drones to be integrated with new digital humanities programs, the new network 
security major, and distance online learning offerings.  If we did a global “word cloud” study – the most 
valid research tool at our disposal – we would undoubtedly learn the importance of this proposed major.  
The major will not be too vocational, worry not – we will have lots of liberal artsy classes as electives. 
 
Proposed Curriculum: 

 
Minimum credits required for the major:  88 

 
Core requirements:  24 credits (six 4-credit courses) 

 
Core courses:  “academic courses” 

 
Chinese Language:  Two years (CHIN 101, 102, 201, 202) 

 
Given that many parts of drones will be manufactured in China, and 
given that we can learn a lot from China about surveillance, all majors 
will be required to learn Chinese language. 

 
Ethics:  PHIL 241 (Ethics in a Digital World), REL 230 (Comp. Rel. Ethics). 

 
Ethics will also be central to the major.  In part, we are tired of other 
majors saying that “we teach ethics in all of our courses in one way or 
another, and we know what we are doing because we think of ourselves 
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as at least in part ethical people.”  Our proposed major will actually 
require dedicated coursework in ethics.  This will also give much of the 
rest of our work cover from criticism.  It will be important for majors in 
Drone Studies to know right from wrong, so that they know what they 
are doing. 

 
Elective requirements:  64 credits. (typically, sixteen 4-credit courses). 
 

Elective courses: “hands-on experiential courses” (i.e. not “academic” courses). 
 
    Students majoring in Drone Studies will be required to take at least sixty  

four (64) credits in elective courses.  The rationale for this large number 
is that the more credits we require for the major, the less likely students 
will be to double major, thus ensuring that other majors do not get to 
claim that students enrolled at Guilford because of their other new cool 
majors.  We have also been careful to include course offerings from as 
many departments as possible so that when the faculty are asked to 
approve the proposal, everyone will feel respected and included, and thus 
will be more likely to be team players. 

 
ACCT 320.  Criminology and Legal Issues for Forensic Accountants. 4.  
ACCT 330  Computer Forensics. 4.  
ART 278  History of Photography. 4. 
BIOL 334.  Animal Behavior. 4. 
BIOL 336.  Ornithology. 4.  
BUS 141.  Introduction to Computers. 4.  
CTIS 321.  Operating Systems. 4. 
CTIS/JPS 221.  Fundamentals of Cyber Security. 4. 
CTIS 223.  Computer Hardware Construction. 4. 
ENGL 208.  Creative Nonfiction. 4. 
ENVS 220.  The American Landscape. 4. 
GEOL 340.  Images of the Earth: GIS and Remote Sensing. 4.  
HIST 205.  American Imperialism, American Progressive. 4.  
JPS 233.  Deviance and Society. 4. 
JPS 330.  Criminal Investigation. 4. 
JPS 202.  Law Enforcement and Police Roles. 4. 
JPS 203.  Punishment and Corrections. 4 
JPS 244.  Conflict Resolution Strategies. 4. 
JPS 262.  Restorative Justice. 4.  
JPS 336.  Understanding Oppressive Systems. 4. 
JPS 339.  Research Methods. 4.  
JPS 365.  Race, Society and Criminal Justice. 4. 
JPS 380.  Victimology. 4. 
JPS 424.  Trust and Violence. 4. 
JPS 445.  Police Brutality and Culture. 4. 
PHIL 241.  Ethics In a Digital World. 4. 
PHIL 377.  Philosophical Perspectives on Psychology. 4. 
PHYS 106.  Surveying the Sky. 4.  
PHYS 421.  Mechanics. 4.  
PSCI 207.  HP: Intelligence Community: Keeping Us Safe. 4.  
PSCI 355.  Constitutional Law and Civil Rights. 4. 
PSCI 365.  Terrorism in America. 4. 
PSCI 366.  Global Terrorism. 4. 
PSCI 389.  Homeland Security. 4. 
PSY 232.  Introduction to Personality. 4. 
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REL 122.  Men, Masculinities and Religions. 4.  
REL 161.  Religion in the New Media. 4. 
REL 204.  Islam. 4 
REL 310.  Islam and Modernization. 4 
SOAN 265.  Racial and Ethnic Relations. 4. 
SPST 431.  Sport Marketing. 4 
THEA 265.  Artistry in Film. 4 
THEA 361.  Narrative Film Production. 4 
IDS 421.  Border Crossings. 4. 
IDS 427.  Murder, Most Foul. 4. 
IDS 475.  Perceptions of Mental Illness. 4. 
IDS 435.  Understanding Poverty. 4. 
IDS 417.  Ethics of Capitalism. 4. 
IDS 461.  Nothin’ But Disasters. 4. 

 
Minor in Drone Studies.  8 credits. 

  
  We don’t really care about this.  Students minoring in Drone Studies are irrelevant, so  

can take any two 4-credit courses they wish from the list above.  
 

Curriculum Committee Approval:   
 
We have decided to forego the Curriculum Committee approval process, as there are simply too many 
disagreements in their meetings when it comes to such matters.  We’d prefer to avoid dissenting voices, 
particularly given how exciting and cool this new major is. 
 
Staffing: 
 
In order to offer our D.O.P.E. curriculum, we will need to hire four additional full-time tenure-track faculty.  
Two tenure-track appointments in Chinese Language will be required, as will a single tenure-track 
appointment in Peace & Conflict Studies, and a single tenure-track position in Islam (REL/Ideology Studies).  
This is not a problem, as we can approve the program prior to the identification of these new members of our 
faculty, and even prior to the approval of the positions.  Indeed, they can just be “on deck” for appointment as 
soon as funding becomes available.  The program will be budget neutral, because we can pay for the positions 
through attraction of students to the college.  We will know this because of the number of majors.  When 
students enroll at Guilford, we can ask them to click on “Drone Studies” for their major, regardless if they 
eventually decide to major in Drone Studies.  This should prove the popularity and enrolment power of the 
major.  We’ll also be sure to make the major really easy so that we are listed on the website as one of the most 
popular majors at Guilford, and assist with student retention.  The additional staffing will be necessary for 
Chinese and Islam; many of the other courses can be taught be faculty already at the college, but because 
staffing is so confusing these days, it seems more prudent to have four new tenure-track lines for the sake of 
our inevitable majors and to ensure our commitment to student-centered learning. 
 
We foresee no obstacles to this process, as Clerk’s committee and the awesomer powers at Guilford have 
thankfully indicated that proposed program approval by the faculty is in no way related to staffing.  
Opposition by the faculty to our proposal based on staffing is irrelevant, and can be ignored with help from 
the convenient flexibility of Quaker Process.  The faculty will only be asked to approve the new major based 
on how cool it is, and as we sell this to the faculty, we can be sure to express that our very existence as a 
college depends on us taking exciting risks and being innovative.  Even if we already have understaffed 
programs of excellence, we think we should commit to several new tenure-track positions for this exciting 
new major because it is exciting and new.  I recommend giving the faculty at least 24 hours notice of the 
proposal before they are asked to approve it. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 


